
 


Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations  
The extra-long Bank Holiday Weekend of June 2 - 5 marks 
the official celebration of the 70 Years on the throne of Her 

Majesty The Queen and a weekend of Community  
events are planned for Froxfield.  

 


The Beer and Music Festival — Sat June 4th 
The annual Froxfield shindig has become a much-anticipated date on the 
calendar for Froxfield.  Pat and Barry Adam’s are running the festival again 
this year and linking it to the Queen’s Jubilee.  

There will be music and dancing — The afternoon kicks off with a performance by 
Froxfield’s own Phoenix Brass, while the perennially popular Pelicans Morris 
Dance Troupe will be entertaining — and of course there is the beer tent! This year 
to make the event extra special, we will add a Hog Roast with baps and roast pork 
with apple sauce available, alongside the traditional barbecue offering.  All food is 
£2.50 a serving. The Hog Roast is being funded from the Froxfield Parish Council’s 
Community Fund and any funds raised from sales will then go to a local charity.  At 
this stage, the restoration of the All Saint’s Church Tower is in need of support!  


New to the festival this year is Steven Tilley who will be singing popular Michael Bublé and Frank 
Sinatra favourites. And, ‘back by great demand' will be Crash UK the rock cover band with lead 
singer and former village resident Tony Jones.  Other highlights include the great Jazz band The 
Sextet, a return for our festival supporter Brian Throup the base player who many of you will 
recall played with the Hungerford Jazz Forum band.


This event is also being supported by Hop Kettle Brewery in Swindon together with our our local 
Ramsbury Brewery.  More bands will be added to the line-up!


The Big Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea — Friday June 3rd 
Break out the bunting and bring on the cakes!  We are having a big Community Afternoon 
Tea at 2pm on the Friday 3rd.  

This is a true-community event.  We will have trestle tables out on the green (inside the Memorial 
Hall if wet) and will provide free teas and coffees and squash — with Pimms (by small donation). 
We ask everyone attending to ‘bring a plate’ of cakes, sandwiches or other tea-time dainties!

Steve Tapper has volunteered to run children’s games through the afternoon and the Pelicans 
Morris Dancers will also be entertaining.  More details on all Jubilee events nearer the date. 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Floral Festival with Jubilee Theme 
After the success of last year’s Froxfield Floral Festival, we are being asked to 
get creative to decorate the Church with floral displays celebrating the Queen’s 
70 year reign.  Perhaps a combination of red, white and blue flowers, or maybe 
choose to celebrate a country of the Commonwealth! Let’s fill the Church with 
festive flowers.  To find out more, contact Claire Wilson on 
c.wilson@froxfield.org


Hymns with Pimms  
Sunday June 5th  
A Church Service to celebrate the Jubilee 
There will be a special Church Service on the afternoon of Sunday 
June 5th which will round off the weekend of celebrations by giving 
our community the chance to come together to say 'Thank You' for 
the Queen’s 70 years of dedicated service to all British and 
Commonwealth communities.  To keep with the festive weekend 
theme, the congregation is invited to stay on after the service and 
share a glass of classic chilled English Pimms.  


A tree fit for our Queen 
A Linden tree has been planted by Froxfield Parish Council to mark the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The tree was planted by the Community 
Payback team which helps maintain the Church and Memorial Hall 
grounds and a commemorative plaque will be added for the weekend 
of the jubilee celebrations in June.

The Linden Tree  — A Lime Tree, Tilia Echlora — was selected because 
of its year-round interest — from fragrant blossom in the spring, 
through to stunning autumn colour. 

The history of the Linden Tree is fascinating. Throughout Europe, it has 
ancient associations with places where villagers once met to make 
important decisions, as well as having very poetic English folk 
associations. We hope it will grow to be a substantial tree of great 
beauty, and we’d like to think it will provide a fitting memorial to our 
Queen’s long reign and be a joy for generations to come.

A commemorative plaque will be added in time for the June 
weekend’s celebrations and the tree will be added to the 
Queen’s Green Canopy list of trees planted in honour 
of the jubilee: https://queensgreencanopy.org/ The Community Payback team  

Planting our Queen’s Linden Tree

Have you got a special Teatime treat recipe? Why not share it!   
Send in your best tea time cake recipes and we will share them to a special 
Platinum Jubilee events page planned for the Froxfield website…  
Email your special family recipe to:  clerk@froxfield.org.  

mailto:clerk@froxfield.org
mailto:c.wilson@froxfield.org
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Thanks to Froxfield resident Harry Yorke, 
Froxfield’s water meadow nature reserve has 
a new area of wetland trees. Harry, who runs 
his own local agricultural contracting 
business, donated a collection of more than 
40 young saplings which he also planted into 
an area  deep in the reserve, where a couple 
of larger trees had previously fallen or been 
coppiced.

While the trees will take many years to 
mature, it is hoped the mixture of alder, 
aspen and willow will create a bird-friendly 
copse and the Parish Council was 

delighted to accept Harry’s generous offer.  

The Parish Council is following a philosophy of light touch 
management of the area, guided by ARK (Action for River Kennet). 
As mature trees fall or require pollarding, wood stacks are created 
which rot down slowly creating amazing new habitats.  We will be calling for volunteers to form 
working parties to keep the young nature reserve’s boundary wild-life hedge free from 
overgrowing weeds and hope to carry out planting of aquatic plants in the ponds this spring.


Leaving storm trees to lie 
Two trees which came down in the winter storms are being left 
for the time being, as we work out which is the best ecological 
approach for the benefit of the nature reserve — which may well 
be to leave it entirely to nature!  The large rootball which has 
been wrenched out of the edge of the stream is not necessarily a 
disaster either, according to Anna Forbes of ARK.  

“When this has happened at our Stonebridge wetlands, we have 
left them, as the tree plate (the now exposed base, as pictured 
right) is a perfect kingfisher nesting site – they make burrows in 
the plate.  Chalk streams have naturally low banks, which is 
good and keeps the river connected to the floodplain, but it does 
mean less places for kingfisher to nest, tree bases/root-balls like 
this are what they use, so it’s another case of not being too tidy, 
imagine how amazing to have kingfishers nesting at the Froxfield 
reserve! Which is exactly what we’ve got on the River Kennet, at 
our Stonebridge Wild River Reserve, where three trees have 
done this.”


Froxfield 
Nature 
Reserve 
News

When a large willow on the  
reserve was deemed dangerous   
and needed to be reduced in 
height, the council opted to have  
it pollarded.  This was more than 
three years ago and the log piles 
left behind are now covered with 
thick moss and slowly 
decomposing in a way which will 
provide valuable new habitats for  
a wide range of invertebrates — 
creepy crawlies and insects  
which will also provide food for 
birds and small mammals. The 
willow (pictured right) is 
regenerating vigorously and the 
thick ivy also adds valuable food 
and nesting habitats for birds. 



Speed Watch Froxfield — Get involved! 

Speed Watch co-ordinator Sarah Whatley reports that 
the small groups of volunteers in hi-vis vests are 
catching plenty of speeders passing through Froxfield 
in every session — the fastest was recently recorded 
doing 59mph!

More routinely, she adds, the teams are catching 
people speeding over 50 mph. “We're very visible in our 
hi-vis vests, so drivers do tend to slam on the brakes 
before we can get a reading!”  


The Police write to drivers recorded going 47mph or 
more — although the Speed Watch volunteers are 
allowed to record everyone doing 45mph or over. 

However, simply by being out there, Sarah says the Police regard the teams as a useful 
and very visible deterrent to speeding motorists!


New volunteers are always needed to bolster numbers and allow more teams to go 
out on the roadside!  If you are annoyed by speeding on the A4 in Froxfield, why not 
get involved? Email Parish Clerk Esther Cope on clerk@froxfield.org to find out more 
and be put in touch with Sarah for training and to get out on the roadside.   

Dog ‘poo bags’ a big problem! 
A few very selfish dog walkers are threatening to spoil the 
wonderful access arrangement for the village has with The 
College.   

We are so privileged to have the use of The College’s grounds as a 
permissive path for local walkers — a route that takes us on a very 
pleasant ramble through the young tree plantation, and onwards 
towards the public footpath. However, College Warden Emma 
Holborrow reports that she has been picking up discarded plastic bags 
of dog poo left along the access to the fields, between The College 
and Brendoncare.  Not only do these bags represent a health hazard, it 
is just plain stupid to bag up noxious dog poo and then leave the bag 
behind! It has also been noted that similar unwanted bags of dog poo 
are being found along the side of the community boardwalk in the 
water meadow.  Let’s do better, dog walkers!


Come on dog walkers…  Take your pet’s poo 
home with you! 

Vanya Body 
Chair, Froxfield Parish Council  

mailto:clerk@froxfield.org


Froxfielders donate generously to 
the local Ukrainian Appeal 

Froxfield residents answered the call for supplies 
when Axford resident with ties to a village near the 
Ukrainian border,  Caragh Goodwin decided to offer 
practical assistance to the village of Horyniec Zdroj 
in Poland, which is just about the size of Ramsbury 
but even at the beginning of the month, had already 
received 5000 refugees flooding across the border.  
Very quickly the communities in local villages rallied 
and  collected  4 van-loads of supplies and over 
£40,000 donated — including all the donations from 
Froxfield residents and left at All Saints Church and 
taken to Axford by Jan Heppenstall and Raine Cully.


The full report on their efforts is in the April issue of 
Whitton Ways Parish Magazine.  If you would like to 
receive Whitton Ways each month, drop me (the 
editor) Vanya an email on whittonways@gmail.com 

It is published by the Whitton Benefice of Churches, 
features loads local news and is available by annual 
subscription of £6.  


We will be catching up with Caragh and her team 
when she returns from Poland and reporting back in 
the May issue of Whitton Ways. 

Can you help give a home to a Ukrainian refugee?  
Froxfield resident Wallis Lavery recommends the charitable organisation Opora which helps to 
match refugee families with people willing to sponsor them. Opora focusses its efforts in the UK 
on providing information for Ukrainians and their families in the UK, and providing direct 
emergency financial support to those in need as they attempt to reunite with their families. It has a 
platform to actively match sponsors and Ukrainians looking for sponsors under the government 
Homes for Ukraine scheme — making the most of its existing our networks in both communities.  

It is also working on long-term, structural ways to sustainably help Ukrainians fleeing the war to 
rebuild their lives.   https://www.opora.uk/sponsorship-scheme


Another organisation offering similar help and advice for people hoping to help refugees is 
ResetUK  https://www.homesforukraine.org.uk.   ResetUK is an established charitable 
organisation working with whole communities to help refugees from across the world https://
resetuk.org but it is now also specifically supporting civil society organisations and the UK 
Government to find suitable accommodation for people fleeing the conflict in Ukraine


And, most importantly, The Government official website where you must register to be able to 
sponsor and provide a home for a Ukrainian refugee family is:


 https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk    
Individual sponsors in the UK can be of any nationality, with any immigration status, providing 
they have at least 6 months’ leave to remain in the UK, so that they can provide at least six 
months’ accommodation. They can live in any part of the UK.
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New Councillor  
We are pleased to welcome Ellie Morton of River Cottage as the new Parish Councillor.  Ellie is passionate 
about Froxfield and keen to help improve her community. This means that Froxfield Parish Council now has 
its full quota of seven councillors. Ellie has already put her hand up to lead Froxfield’s entry in the CPRE 
Best Kept Village competition.  More on this shortly! 

Next Parish Council Meeting   

Parish Council Meetings are held in the Memorial Hall See our website www.froxfield.org for 
dates, agendas and minutes.  The next Parish Council meeting will be on May 23rd and will 
be the ‘Annual Meeting of Electors’ where local interest groups are able to talk about their 
activities. Get in touch with our Clerk on clerk@froxfield.co.uk if you would like to make a 
presentation.  

This newsletter is being emailed out to residents of Froxfield who have signed up to our email news service. Parish Clerk 
Esther Cope holds a list of those wanting to be kept abreast of the PC’s activities and being informed about opportunities to 
get involved as with village projects. If you are not already on this email broadcast list and would like to be, send your details 
to Esther on our dedicated news email address:  froxfieldPCnews@mail.com.   

• WE WILL NOT SHARE YOUR NAME WITH ANY OTHER ORGANISATION AND INFORMATION SENT TO YOU WILL RELATE TO FROXFIELD 
VILLAGE MATTERS.

http://www.froxfield.org
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